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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Programs for 2010  

Aug. 13 - Kim Cochran - Mineral Identification 
Sept. 10 - Herb Whittington - Pearls 
Oct. 8 - Gloria Adams - Geodes 
Nov. 12 - Annual meeting and tailgating 
Dec. 10 - Christmas program and gift exchange 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
    Our speaker for this months’ meeting comes  to us 
from the Georgia Mineral Society out of Atlanta, GA. 
Kim Cochran is a very active member there for only 
he and God knows how long. Kim is listed in the 
official publication for GMS, Tips and Trips, as of 
July, 2010 as being the Show Chair, the Curator/Gem 
Box, the Auction and the Special Events committee 
chairman. Kim is a retired fireman and has collected 
minerals, rocks, gems, etc. for many years. He has 
written programs on a variety of topics and his 
Mineral Identification program is one of the best ever. 
I’m sure Kim will have us amazed at the content and 
his Q/A sessions too. If you miss out on this program, 
you’ll regret it for sure.  
   If you need directions to the new meeting place, just 
let Sandra know so as she can send you a map. We are 
still learning about the procedures of this new meeting 
place. Please be patient with us. 
 

   President’s Message 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the president 
message was not received at the time of publication.   
 
Friday, Aug. 13th is the next meeting at the new 
location, the Emmet O’Neal Library in Mountain 
Brook. Don’t let the meeting falling on a Friday the 
13th keep you away! 
 
Please take a moment to introduce yourselves to our 
newest rockhound members. Let‘s make them feel 
welcomed and maybe tell them what interest you 
have in the club: 
Ferris and Wanda Ritchey of Hoover, AL. and 
Bain and Dianne Daniels of Birmingham, AL. 
 
If anyone needs a name badge, please let Joe 
Muncher or Sandra Sullivan know. We need to 
order more for these new members too. 
 
Remember to save those cancelled stamps for a 
chance to have week of instructions at one of the 
workshops. It is always helpful to use the commem-
orative stamps when you have items to be mailed. 
The Liberty Bell stamp is no longer is being accep-
ted but all the others are.  
 
The last fieldtrip was a huge success, lots fossils 
were found. Many thanks go out to Rick Kittinger 
and Bill Fowler in their leadership for this event. 
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For more information: 
AFMS and SFMS Websites 
The SFMS Newsletter, the Lodestar,  and AFMS 
Newsletter are now available for all members to read on 
line at: http;//www.amfed.org/sfms  and www.afed.org 
Email:  sfms@amfed.org 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
These members have agreed to stay on in their very 
important positions as chairman: 
Editor                                 Sandra Sullivan 
                                       doodle_35173@yaho.com 
Fieldtrip Chairman             vacant 
Membership Chairman     Earl Mann 
        emann2846@charter.net 
Program Chairman           Larry Hensley 
                                      hensley.larry@gmail.com 
Publicity Chairwoman      Joanne Wood 
                                        jwood@bham.rr.com 
Stamp Chairwoman          Judith Johnson 
            205-594-4203 
Tannehill Chairman          Gene Blackerby 
                                           black2200@att.net 
Webmaster                          Susan Adderholt 
                                         aadderholt@bham.rr.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Cecily Chaney says.. Wire Wrapping Class News:  
     Persons interested in taking wire wrapping classes 
should contact Cecily Chaney at (205) 631- 6361. 
Examples of her work may be seen on her Facebook 
profile page. Simply log on to Facebook and go to the 
Cecily Chaney page to view some of her work. Cecily 
will be showing at the Pepper Place Market at 2829   
Second Ave. South in Birmingham on Aug 7, Sept 11, 
and Oct 2. She will be at ArtWalk on Second Ave. in 
Birmingham on Friday Sept. 10 and Saturday Sept. 11. 
Additional shows will be made throughout AL., FL., 
and TN through the end of the year. If anyone has any 
good rocks she can wrap or set, give her a call. She is 
interested in stones for earrings and bracelets. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Gerry Elam says … Please let the club know that we 
appreciate everyone who stopped by and purchased 
portions of his dads collection. If anyone needs any 
Alabama seam agate, we've still got plenty to sell. And 
thank you for all of your efforts also. via email to S.S. 
 

The slate of officers for 2010 for the Alabama 
Mineral & Lapidary Society : 
 
President            Allen Adderholt 
        8624 Shady Trail 
        Helena, AL 35022 
        205-424-3580 
        oaaderholt@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President    Joe Muncher 
        1453 Chester St. 
            Hoover, AL. 35226 
        205-822-9574 
        joemunch@bellsouth.net 
 
Treasurer     John Gaston 
       3116 Whispering Pines Cir. 
       Hoover, AL. 35226 
       205-823-1750 
       gastons3@bellsouth.net 
 
Recording     Susan Adderholt 
Secretary             8624 Shady Trail 
       Helena, Al. 35022 
              205-424-3580 
       aadderholt@bham.rr.com 
 
Corresponding   Sandra Sullivan 
Secretary              P.O. Box 1067 
        Springville, AL. 35146 
          205-467-2578 
        doodle_35173@yahoo.com 
 
Historian      Diana Carby 
        1412 Colonial Way 
        Alabaster, AL 35007 
          205-663-1701 
        skewdj@bellsouth.net 
 
Members Serving on the Board of Directors : 
 
      Reggie Bolton 
        reggie@newenvirons.net 
 
      Reba Blackerby 
        black2200@aol.com 
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Club & Society Shows / Swaps ~~~~~ 
Via the SFMS website 8/3/10 and Rock & Gem 
7/10. 
 
Aug. 13-15 Gulfport, MS - Harrison County Gem 
& Mineral Society. 35th Annual Harrison County 
Gem & Mineral Show, West Harrison Community  
Center, 4470 Espy Ave, Pass Christian, MS.  
Hours: Fri 12-7, Sat 9-6, Sun 10-5. Admission: 
Adults $3 & children under 12 free with paid adult. 
Contact: Tomsey Westermeyer Show/Dealer 
chairman at: 228-586-5279 or e-mail at: 
tomsey@cableone.net 

Sept. 4-6 Brunswick, GA - Golden Isles Gem & 
Mineral Society. 2010 Annual Gem, Mineral, & 
Jewelry Show, Glynn Place Mall, I-95 exit 38, GA 
Spur 25 to Golden Isles Parkway, 2 miles. Hours: 
Sat 10-7, Sun 12-6, & Mon 10-5. Admission $3. 
Contact Patricia Cox 912-265-4259 or 
hepacox@comcast.net  
Sept. 4-6 (Labor Day Weekend); Brunswick, Ga. 
2010 Annual Gem, Mineral, & Jewelry Show 
Golden Isles Gem & Mineral Society. Sat 10-7; 
Sun 12 noon-6; Mon 10-5.Glynn Place Mall, I-95 
exit 38, GA Spur 25/Golden Isles Parkway; 2 miles 
Exhibits, Demonstrations, Education Resources, 
Gold, Silver, Gemstones, Mineral Specimens, Fine 
Jewelry, Wire-Wrapped and Hand-Crafted Jewelry, 
Beads, Findings, Tools & Equipment, and More! 
Slabs, Grab Bags, Treasure Dig for Kids, Hourly 
Door Prizes; Admission $3 Contact Bev Johnson, 
Club President, 912-267-7850, 
bevjbj@comcast.net ; or Patricia Cox, Show 
Chairman, 912-265-4259, hepacox@comcast.net  
Sept. 4-7 Hendersonville, NC—Henderson County 
Gem & Mineral Society. 28th Annual Gem, Miner-
al, Jewelry Show & Sale, Whitmire Activity 
Building, Lily Pond Rd. Hours: Sat & Mon 10-6, 
Tue 10-5. See www.hcgms.org  
Sept. 10-12 Winston-Salem, NC - Forsyth Gem & 
Mineral Club. 39th Annual Gem & Mineral Show, 
Educational Bldg, Dixie Classic Fairgrounds (free 
parking through Gate #9 from 27th St only). 
Hours: Fri & Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5. Contact W.A. 
Marion at mariona1@yadtel.net  
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING  ~   
Our V.P. Joe Muncher stood in for Allen Adder-
holt in his absence. Joe M. called the meeting to 
order and Larry Hensley explained the scheduled 
speaker, Anita Westlake had to cancel. Many 
brought their meteorites to the meeting to show. 
Joe Muncher gave the treasurers report in the 
absence of John Gaston. Mark Stevenson set up a 
microscope with gold for all to view. Sandra 
Sullivan made a correction for the newsletter about 
the location of the meeting as printed on page 8. 
She then had something from the mailbag - drills. 
Sandra passed them out and asked for a critique on 
them at the next meeting. She received for Bill 
Fowler a nice packet from a rockhound in Arizona 
about her exhibit. Earrings was presented to Anna 
and Zoe Willis for there help at the show. Sandra 
passed around a rock and asked “What is it?” An 
announcement was made about the sale of Ed 
Elams’ rocks. The total number of Workshop Hints 
and humor badges sold at the Tannehill show was 
announced. Doorprizes were given out and the 
meeting was adjourned. Respectfully submitted for 
Suzan Adderholt, Recording Secretary in her 
absence by Sandra Sullivan 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
FIELD TRIPS - A Dixie Mineral Club trip -  
Aug 15, 2010: Sunday - Summerville, GA. 
sponsored by the Carroll County Gem & Mineral 
Society digging for lace agate. See the SFMS web 
site under the � What’s New link. Field trips are 
open to all members of clubs associated with the 
DMC program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee 
and to all members of SFMS clubs/societies who 
provide their membership with SFMS liability 
insurance. Because of insurance requirements, 
members of the general public are NOT invited to 
these or any DMC program field trips. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Caring Corner  We have several members that 
need our good thoughts and especially our prayers. 
Please keep these good members on your prayer 
list: Delmer Dowda, Virginia Griffis, Perry and 
Oleta Hayes, Polly and Ed Vaughan and Young 
Quan. These people are some of the best of the 
crop of rockhounds this club has ever had. Please 
make a phone call just to check-up on them to let 
them know they are not forgotten.        Thanks S.S. 
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PERIDOT   Birthstone for August 
Peridot is the modern August birthstone and the gem designated for 
the 16th wedding anniversary. Traditional, Contemporary, Mystical, 
Ancient, Zodiac and Star signs. Peridot (pronounced pair-a-dot) is a 
transparent yellowish-green Magnesium/ Iron Silicate. It is a gem 
variety of the mineral Chrysolite or Olivine and its chemical formula 
is given by: (Mg,Fe)2SiO4. Peridot ranges in color from light yellow-
green to the intense bright green of new spring grass to olive. Because 
of the way peridot splits and bends the rays of light passing through it, 
it has a velvety appearance, a rich glow, and a slightly greasy luster. 
The purer green a peridot is the higher the value. Any tinges of brown 
or visible flaws greatly diminish the price. Most of the world produc-
tion of peridot comes from Arizona where there is an abundant source 
of lessor quality material while peridot from Myanmar, Pakistan and 
Egypt is more rare and finer quality. For more information you can go 
to this website  www.bernardine.com/birthstone/peridot  
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   The annual Perseid meteor shower is expected to put on a great show this year, peaking in mid-August 
with a display of dozens of shooting stars each hour. The Moon will be out of the way, leaving dark skies for 
good viewing as Earth plunges through an ancient stream of comet debris. Little bits, most no larger than 
sand grains, will vaporize in Earth's atmosphere, creating sometimes-dramatic "shooting stars." "It's going to 
be a great show," said Bill Cooke of NASA's Meteoroid Environment Office at the Marshall Space Flight 
Center in Alabama. "The Moon is new on August 12, which means no moonlight, dark skies and plenty of 
meteors."  
   How many? This year the Perseid meteor shower could deliver one or two visible streaks every minute 
during peak times, Cooke said in a statement yesterday. Urban skywatchers will see fewer due to local light 
pollution. The meteors in this shower all appear to emanate from the constellation Perseus. The best times to 
watch will be late night Aug. 12 through dawn Aug. 13. 
"The August Perseids are among the strongest of the readily observed annual meteor showers, and at 
maximum activity nominally yield 90 or 100 meteors per hour," said Joe Rao, SPACE.com's Skywatching 
columnist. "However, observers with exceptional skies often record even larger numbers." 
Observing tips To see the show, one need only find a comfortable spot with a clear view of the northeast 
horizon, away from local lights. A dark rural location is best. Lie back on a blanket or lounge chair and scan 
the entire sky. In the late evening, starting around 9 p.m. local time, sharp-eyed observers might see 
"earthgrazing" meteors that skim the northeast horizon.  "Earthgrazers are long, slow and colorful," Cooke 
said. "They are among the most beautiful of meteors." But don't expect more than a handful in an hour, he 
said. Later and during the overnight hours, the shooting stars will be higher in the sky as Perseus rises. Some 
sky watchers enjoy counting the number of meteors they see per minute, per hour or during a 15-minute 
interval and comparing notes. Telescopes and binoculars are no help, as the meteors move too swiftly and 
are best observed with the naked eye. The cosmic rivers of debris have been laid down for millennia by the 
comet Swift-Tuttle, which passes through the inner solar system every 130 years. Perseid meteoroids are 
exceptionally fast, entering Earth's atmosphere at roughly 133,200 mph (60 kilometers per second) relative 
to the planet, slamming into the air like bugs hitting a windshield.�������������������������������������	����
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Last page funnies …. Proofreading is a dying art, wouldn't you say?  
Man Kills Self Before Shooting Wife and Daughter -This one I caught in the SGV  
Tribune the other day and called the Editorial Room and asked who wrote this.  It  
took two or three readings before the editor realized that what he was reading was  
impossible!!!  They put in a correction the next day.    
Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says - No kidding, really? Ya think?  
Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers - Now that's taking things a bit far!   
Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over - What a guy!      
Miners Refuse to Work after Death - No-good-for-nothing' lazy so-and-so's!   
Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant - If that works any better than a fair trial!   
War Dims Hope for Peace - I can see where it might have that effect!   
If Strike Isn't Settled Quickly, It May Last Awhile - Ya think?!   
Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures - Who would have thought!                                                               
Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges - You mean there's something stronger than duct tape?  
Man Struck By Lightning: Faces Battery Charge - He probably IS the battery charge!   
New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group - Weren't they fat enough?!  
Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in Spacecraft - That's what he gets for eating those beans!   
Kids Make Nutritious Snacks - Do they taste like chicken? 
Local  High School Dropouts Cut in Half - Chainsaw Massacre all over again! 
Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors - Boy, are they tall!  
And the winner is....  Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead !   Did I read that right? 
                                                                                                            ~Via good internet buddy F.W. 8/5/10 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ATTENTION MEMBERS : Please fill out the form below because dues are due in the month of 
November. Please update the membership list with address and email addresses for receiving newsletter 
via the internet.  
                                         A.M.L.S. Application for Membership                    _____New ____Renewal 
 
NAME (S) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY __________________________ STATE _________________ ZIP _______________ 
 
HOME PHONE ______________________ WORK PHONE ________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS _________________________________________________________ 
 
Family $20. _______ Single $15. _______ Junior / Student $10. _______  After June 1, the cost of the 
membership dues are one-half price for new members only. Dues for regular members are to be renewed 
at the November meeting and before January 1. 
Please make checks payable to the ALABAMA MINERAL & LAPIDARY SOCIETY and mail to  
                        P.O. Box 1067 Springville, AL. 35146 
Meeting Date: Second Friday of each month except for the month of June. The Tannehill Show 
                       takes the place of that monthly meeting.  
Place: Emmet O’Neal Library  50 Oak St. Mountain Brook, AL. 35213         (205) 445-1101 

Time: 6:30 p.m.                      Visitors Welcomed                          Date Received:__________ 
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Sandra Sullivan, Editor 
P.O. Box 1067 
Springville, AL. 35146 

Meeting : Friday, August 13, 2010 
Place: Emmet O’Neal Library    (205) 445-1101 
            50 Oak St.  Mountain Brook, AL. 35213 
Time: 6:30 p.m. food / fellowship with the program  
           beginning at 7 p.m. 
 
                   ******** REMEMBER FOLKS ******** 
 
BUY, SEND, AND SAVE THOSE 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS FOR THE 
SCHOLARSHIPS ! 
PLEASE SEND ANY ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER TO THE EDITORS’ EMAIL ADDRESS AT LEAST 
TWO WEEKS BEFORE MEETING DATE FOR THAT MONTH. 
THIS WILL ALLOW AMPLE TIME TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 
NEXT OUTGOING PUBLICATION. 

 
 

STAMP 

 
 

MAILING LABEL 

 

 

ALABAMA MINERAL & LAPIDARY SOCIETY  
 
 The Alabama Mineral & Lapidary Society is a non-profit organization for people interested in geology, 
mineralogy, paleontology, and the lapidary arts. Membership is open to all people interested in the objectives 
of the society. Dues for the calendar year 2010 are $20.00 family, $15.00 single, and Juniors / Students are 
$10.00. After June 1, the cost of the membership dues are one-half price for new members only. Dues for 
regular members are to be renewed at the November meeting and before January 1. The Checks should be 
made out to the Alabama Mineral & Lapidary Society and given to the treasurer.  
   The society holds regular meetings on the second Friday of the month at 6:30 PM. except the month of 
June because of the Tannehill Show. Meetings are currently held in the meeting rooms of the Emmet O’Neal 
Library in Mountain Brook and usually last an hour and a half. There is a half hour of snacks and fellowship 
preceding the meeting.  
   The society is affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, the Eastern Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, and the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies. 
   Reprint rights are granted for information in the bulletin except minutes and copyrighted articles with 
permission to print one time only in Rockhound Roundup, provided credit is given to the author and the 
original publication as well as the bulletin. Exchange bulletins should be addressed to the editor. 

 

THE SOUTHEAST FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES , 
INC. 

A NON-PROFIT, NON-COMMERCIAL, NON POLITICAL ORGANIZATION AND 
REGIONAL FEDERATION OF THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 

MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 
 

PURPOSE:  
To bring about a closer association of clubs and societies devoted to the study of Earth Sciences 
and to the practice of the Lapidary Arts and Crafts in the Southeastern part of the United States. 

OBJECTIVE: 
To cooperate with similar Federations to promote public interest in the Earth Sciences and the 

conservation of natural resources. 
the conservation of natural resource 
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